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Preludes  
Personal Prayer

Call to Worship (Responsive)
Come, for God’s presence fills us with hopeful anticipation.

We come, searching and waiting.
Come, for the hand of the Lord God is upon us.

We come, longing and expectant. 
Come, for God’s light is shining upon us.

We come, watching and hopeful.
Come, for God is with us

We come, hesitant yet confident.

Hymn Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Invocation
Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of 
untiring hope. Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle – 
even when our view is obscured by clouds of doubt, ignite the flame 
of hope within us that we might glow with its brilliance from the 
inside out. Help us see these days as a time of rebirth, that we would 
be reborn as people of hope for all the world. Amen.

Lighting of the First Advent Candle 

Hymn One Candle is Lit (stanza 1)

When it seems that no matter where we look, the world is sunk in 
shadow, when the sun is darkened, and the moon will not give its light,   
Restore us O God; let your face shine upon us.

When lighting one small candle and calling it “hope” feels like an act of 
futility,
Restore us O God; let your face shine upon us.

When we need to be reminded that even one small light can begin to 
warm the shadows around it,
Restore us O God; let your face shine upon us.

Because even one small light can assure us that you have not abandoned 
us and reminds us that even now your light is drawing near,
Restore us O God; let your face shine upon us.

As we light this one small candle O God, we remember that our brothers 
and sisters all over this world are lighting candles of their own, and that all 
of us together, with your help, can carry a light of hope into the deepest, most 
foreboding corners, where you, amazingly, are already at work.
Restore us O God; may our faces shine with your light.

Let us pray:
Gracious God, remind us in the events of each day, that no matter 
what the world around us brings, you are our light, drawing ever 
nearer. With this one small candle, strengthen us to join our light 
with yours, to be ever watchful for your presence, your love and your 
grace in our midst. Let this one small candle kindle hope; hope in 
our hearts, hope in our community, and hope in our world. Amen.

Hymn When God is a Child (stanza 1)
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Time with Our Children

Scripture Reading
Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-15

Sermon
Finding Hope Today

Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine  
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day

Benediction 
Benediction Response 
Postlude


